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JCMH Summit 2021 AGENDA  
Anticipated CLE, CEU, and TCOLE Credit 

(Including 1 Hour Ethics) 

 
 

 
Day 1 – Thursday, October 14, 2021 

7:00 am – 8:00 am Check In  

8:00 am – 8:20 am 
 

Welcome 
Hon. Jane Bland, Justice, The Supreme Court of Texas and 
Chair, Judicial Commission on Mental Health 

Hon. Barbara Hervey, Judge, The Texas Court of Criminal Appeals and 
Chair, Judicial Commission on Mental Health 

8:20 am – 9:00 am 
 

The Future of Mental Health 
Dr. Octavio N. Martinez, Jr., Executive Director, Hogg Foundation for Mental 
Health 

9:05 am – 9:45 am 
 

Mental Health Law Legislative Update 
Brian D. Shannon, Horn Distinguished Professor, Texas Tech University 
School of Law 

9:45 am – 10:00 am BREAK 

10:00 am – 11:00 am 
 

Resources for Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities 

Haley Turner, Associate Commissioner for Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities Services, Texas HHSC 

Alex Cogan, Manager of Public Policy & Advocacy, The Arc of Texas 

Kelly Land, START Program Director, My Health My Resources of Tarrant 
County 

Whitney Sherman, Director of Autism, Behavior and IDD Crisis Programs, 
The Andrews Center 
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11:05 am – 11:45 am  
 

Resources for Justice-Involved Youth  
Kisha Ledlow, Texas System of Care Project Director, Texas HHSC 

Veronica Martinez, Director of Children and Adult MH Services, Texas HHSC 

Dr. Susan Palacios, Community Mental Health Program Administrator, Texas 
Juvenile Justice Department 

Liz Pearson, Children’s Mental Health Manager, IDD and Behavioral Health 
Services, Texas HHSC 

Rachel Samsel, Deputy Associate Commissioner, Strategic Initiatives & Policy, 
State Hospital System, Texas HHSC 

Sara Underwood, Texas Community Resource Coordination Groups 
Coordinator, Texas HHSC 

11:45 am – 12:00 pm BREAK 

12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Lunch & Keynote Speaker  

1:00 pm – 1:10 pm BREAK 

1:10 pm – 1:50 pm 
 

Civil 101 & Expanding Intercepts to Assisted Outpatient Treatment (AOT) 
Hon. Oscar Kazen, Presiding Judge, Bexar County Probate Court #1 

Nichole Bermejillo, Behavioral Health Supervisor, The Center for Healthcare 
Services 

Dr. Shawna Corley, Justice Program Clinic Administrator, The Center for 
Healthcare Services 

1:55 pm – 2:35 pm 
 

Mental Health Services as An Option When Calling 911 
Marisa Aguilar, Practice Manager, Integral Care 

Colleen McCollough, Program Manager, Integral Care 

Lt. Kenneth Murphy, Austin Police Department 

2:40 pm – 3:20 pm 
 

Emergency Detention Training for Law Enforcement and Local Judiciary: 
A Collaboration Between the LMHA & PD 

Dr. Diana Cantu, Chief Executive Officer, Texoma Community Center  

Chief Zachary Flores, Chief of Police, Sherman Police Department 

3:20 pm – 3:35 pm BREAK 

3:35 pm – 4:15 pm Risk Assessment Overview 

4:20 pm – 5:00 pm  
 

Veteran Initiatives for Diversion from the Criminal Justice System 
Sean Hanna, Senior Director of Veteran Initiatives, Meadows Mental Health 
Policy Institute 

5:00 pm – 6:15 pm Networking Reception featuring TILT Performance Group  
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Day 2 – Friday, October 15, 2021 

8:00 am – 9:00 am  
 

Mental Illness in the Criminal Justice System: Ethical Considerations  
Hon. Brent A. Carr, Presiding Judge, Tarrant County Criminal Court No. 9  

9:00 am – 9:40 am  
 

Shoestring Budget Innovations: Diversion Case Studies 
Moderator: Hon. Roxanne Nelson, Justice of the Peace, Burnet County, Pct. 1 

Panelists: 
Colleen Davis, Assistant County Attorney, Burnet County Attorney’s Office 

Jonathan Lemuel, Director of Jail Diversion, Bluebonnet Trails Community 
Services 

Michelle Moore, Chief Public Defender, Burnet County Public Defender’s 
Office 

9:40 am – 9:55 am BREAK 

9:55 am -10:35 am 
 

Attorney Perspective: Working with Individuals with Mental Health 

Challenges or IDD  

Damon Parrish II, Assistant Public Defender, Harris County Public Defender’s 

Office 

10:40 am – 11:20 am  
 

Reaching Independence through Self-Empowerment Court   

Hon. Sheila Wynn, Magistrate Judge, Tarrant County 

George Ateek, Unit Supervisor, Tarrant County Community Supervision and 

Corrections Department 

Amanda Edirimanasinghe, RISE Program Community Supervision Officer, 

Tarrant County Community Supervision and Corrections Department 

Tre’Naisha McGuire, RISE Program Manager, Tarrant County Community 

Supervision and Corrections Department 

11:20 am – 11:30 am  BREAK 

11:30 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Mental Health Programs: What Judges Need to Know about Program 
Evaluations  

Dr. Clete Snell, Professor, University of Houston Downtown, Department of 
Criminal Justice & Social Work 

12:00 pm - 12:10 pm  BREAK 

12:10 pm – 1:00 pm 
 

Lunch & Moving Through Secondary Trauma 
Chris Orton, Peer Support Specialist and Navigator on Criminal Incident 
Response Team, Bluebonnet Trails Community Services 

1:00 pm – 1:10 pm BREAK 
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1:10 pm – 1:40 pm Competency Restoration Crisis – National Perspective 

Patti Tobias, Principal Court Management Consultant, National Center for 
State Courts 

Members of the National Judicial Task Force to Examine State Courts’ 
Response to Mental Illness  

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm 
 

Competency Restoration Crisis – Texas Action Planning 
Moderators:  
Kristi Taylor, Executive Director, JCMH 

Dr. Jennie Simpson, State Forensic Director, Texas HHSC   

Panelists in Alphabetical Order:   
Alyse Ferguson, Chief Attorney, Collin County Mental Health Managed 
Counsel Program  

Hon. Dave Jahn, Presiding Judge, Denton County Criminal Court No. 1  

Adrienne Kennedy, Executive Committee, Past President, National Alliance on 
Mental Illness 

Lee Pierson, Assistant District Attorney, Dallas County District Attorney’s 
Office  

Shelley Smith, CEO, West Texas Centers 

Chief Stan Standridge, Chief of Police, San Marcos Police Department  

Dr. Felix Torres, Chief of Forensic Medicine, Texas HHSC   

2:45 pm – 3:00 pm BREAK 

3:00 pm – 3:40 pm 
 

Using Data to Make Programmatic Changes  
Alex Villarreal, Program Manager for the ANEW Clinic and Mental Health 
Bond Program, Integral Care 

Brittany Whittington, Population Health Administrator, Integral Care 

Laura Wilson-Slocum, Practice Administrator for Crisis Services and Justice 
Initiatives, Integral Care 

3:45 pm – 4:15 pm 
 

Community Transition for those Found Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity 
Dr. Matt Faubion, Medical Director, West Texas Centers 

4:15 pm – 4:55 pm  
 

Continuity of Care through Texas Correctional Office on Offenders with 
Medical or Mental Impairments 

April Zamora, Division Director, TDCJ Reentry and Integration Division, 
TCOOMMI 

4:55 pm Closing Remarks 
Hon. John J. Specia, Jurist-in-Residence, JCMH 

5:00 pm Summit Concludes 

 


